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1 April 29, 2020 

Lesedi Educare Association. 

Quarterly Update. Term 1 2020. 

To say the least – we have had a very rocky, unpredictable and 

challenging start to 2020. We started off full of energy and 

enthusiasm and ended up facing the biggest challenge we as a 

generation could ever imagine. 

COVID 19 

We at Lesedi realized, when South Africa went into locked down on 26 March 2020 

that we would be held accountable for years to come by how we faced the COVID19 

pandemic and supported our vulnerable families. Our training and playgroup 

sessions would now take a back seat but would give us the solid foundations on 

which to move into uncertain times.  It took us an initial week to collect our 

shocked thoughts and work through the motions that we now faced a global yet 

unseen enemy. We began to realize that the world was now in need of strong 

leadership and strategized action on all fronts.  

Response 

Funders began to mobilize resources and applications were filled in for Emergency Relief. The race 

was on to support and assist where we could. Initially we were inundated with educational 

resources about COVID19, how to educate, how to teach hygiene and how to balance the new 

normal we had to create. Resources where sent out to Playgroup facilitators to pass onto parents. 

This was followed by a richly populated bank of education resources, aimed at keeping children and 

families busy and stimulated during the lockdown. These too were 

circulated, some printed and others, where possible by Whatsapp groups. 

All resources have been placed on our website and we thank those partners 

and networks that willingly and selflessly shared!  
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Nutrition  

Before long and once the lockdown was extended, it became nutrition that needed attention and 

we were grateful to receive our first funding for food parcels from Kinderfonds MAMA’S. We packed 

450 parcels and added a 10kg Super White Maize Meal to each parcel. Distribution to our playgroup 

families in Bloemfontein, Reddersburg, Edenburg, Trompsburg, Zastron, Rouxville and Springfontein 

and went well with minimum disruption, (albeit a lot of rain and mud) and extremely happy families. 

The balance of the food parcels will be distributed at 2-week intervals and will cover all our groups 

twice. The generous Lunch Box fund food parcels are also in the pipeline in 

conjunction with our long-time funder HCI Foundation.  

Our Woolworths food programme has also continued in very difficult times. We 

appreciate our friends at the Northridge Mall Branch!  

We continue to receive generous offers of funding and support from our loyal funders and other 

partners and we on behalf of our families are very humbled.  We will wear our gloves and masks and 

continue to work with those in need. 

The Lesedi Educare team has risen to the challenge, being on the ground and making a difference 

where it is needed most. But without our funders, partners and supporters, we would have been 

lost and so would our 800 children and families.  

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts and wish you all a safe lockdown time, 

until we see you again!  

Lesedi Educare Association  
52 Kellner Street | Westdene 
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